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which children come in contact on a daily 
basis including homes, schools, parks, roads, 
walkways and businesses. Enhancements to 
the built environment include access to pri-
mary health care services, regular physical ac-
tivity, safe places to play and safe routes to 
walk or bike to school, smoke-free commu-
nities and homes, and toxin-free schools. 
Health challenges include decreased access 
to medical and preventive health services, 
quality of and access to schools and housing, 
economic opportunities, social capital, air and 
water quality and opportunities for physical ac-
tivity. 

As Chair of the Congressional Asian Pacific 
American Caucus, CAPAC, I am particularly 
concerned about how the built environment af-
fects communities of color, native commu-
nities, and linguistically isolated communities. 
Members of these communities are more likely 
to live, work, and play in environments which 
have detrimental health effects, often vastly 
disproportionate to their percentage of the 
population. For example, asthma is one of the 
major causes of illness and disability in the 
U.S. Although asthma is only slightly more 
prevalent among minority children than among 
whites, it accounts for three times the number 
of deaths. Low socioeconomic status, expo-
sure to urban environmental contaminants, 
and lack of access to medical care contribute 
to the increase of deaths in minority commu-
nities. African Americans living in low-income 
neighborhoods have particularly high rates of 
asthma, as do Native Hawaiians living in Ha-
waii. 

America must invest more resources and be 
more creative in order to eliminate racial and 
ethnic health disparities. We need to provide 
access to health care for the 45 million unin-
sured, more than half of whom are racial and 
ethnic minorities; we need to provide linguis-
tically and culturally competent services; we 
need to increase rather than decrease funding 
for Title VII health professions training pro-
grams, especially those that will train minority 
providers; and we need to stop gutting the 
health care safety net. 

Neighborhoods and communities across the 
U.S. are segregated by race and socio-
economic status, which exacerbates the un-
derlying social and economic inequities that 
perpetuate health inequities. Without signifi-
cant investment in the built environment for 
minority children in underserved communities, 
these health inequities will continue. 

I am pleased to see that the American Pub-
lic Health Association—the leading public 
health organization in the U.S.—has been able 
to disseminate the message about the inter-
connectedness between health and the built 
environment, and hope that this reality is inte-
grated into the public health debate. I look for-
ward to working with all those involved with 
National Public Health Week to ensure poli-
cies to promote children’s health. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on the 

tragic anniversary of his assassination. In the 
38 years since his untimely death, Dr. King 
and his work for civil rights has remained an 
inspiration to thos committed to liberty and 
freedom throughout the world. 

While today marks a sad day in American 
history, it is my hope that as a nation, we will 
continue to reflect on the actions and accom-
plishments of Dr. King. It is my hope that we 
will celebrate his life and learn from his leg-
acy. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was born on Jan-
uary 15, 1929. He received a Bachelor of Arts 
from Morehouse College in 1948, a Bachelor 
of Divinity degree in 1951, and a Ph.D. in Sys-
tematic Theology from Boston University. 
Throughout his education, Dr. King was in-
volved in civil rights, and in 1955, he led the 
historic Montgomery Bus Boycott that began 
after Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat 
to a white man. After the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott launched a national civil rights cam-
paign, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. helped form 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) in 1957. Dr. King led the SCLC as it 
promoted, organized, and conducted non-
violent protests in the name of fairness and 
equality. 

The nonviolent manner in which Dr. King 
fought for fundamental freedoms such as the 
right to vote and desegregation has had a 
lasting impact on this country. Perhaps the 
greatest example of Dr. King’s leadership and 
impact on this country is his ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ 
speech, which he gave in front of the Lincoln 
Memorial during the March on Washington in 
1963, where he talked about his four children 
living in a nation where they would not be 
judged by the color of their skin, but by the 
content of their character. 

In 1968 Dr. King set out for Memphis to 
support a sanitation strike that called for high-
er wages and better treatment. Days later, on 
April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
assassinated. 

After his death, the country mourned the 
loss of our greatest modern-day civil rights 
pioneer. To this day, Dr. King’s work, mes-
sage, and legacy remain imprinted on the 
minds of those who carry on his noble cause. 

Mr. Speaker, today may be the anniversary 
of the death of one of our Nation’s greatest 
citizens, but I also hope it is day on which we 
can reflect on the positive changes that were 
set in motion due to Dr. King’s work. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. raised the consciousness of 
America; he made our nation re-examine our 
commitment to freedom and liberty, and he did 
so with a message of peace and non-violence. 
I speak for all Americans today as we honor 
a great man. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MIAMI NORLAND 
HIGH SCHOOL VIKINGS BOYS 
BASKETBALL TEAM: STATE 
CHAMPIONS 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to pay tribute to the Miami Norland Vi-
kings, the 2006 6–A High School Boys Bas-
ketball Champions of Florida. 

On March 4, 2006 this team proved its met-
tle, resilience and fighting spirit by upending 

the state’s NO.1–Ranked team, Winter Park 
High School, in a thrilling 55–48 championship 
game. Several lead changes marked the 
game, which may well be remembered as one 
of the most exciting contests ever in a 6–A 
high school basketball competition. 

Winning a State Championship in a state as 
large as Florida is a tremendous achievement, 
and I commend Miami Norland’s great Prin-
cipal, Ms. Gale Cunningham, Assistant Prin-
cipal for Athletics Stephon Cone, Athletic Di-
rector Ira Fluitt, Athletic Trainer Pete Martz 
and Business Manager Carlos Ochoa for the 
fine work they’ve done. Miami Norland is a 
special school; this first-ever state basketball 
championship has made it even more so. 

I also want to congratulate the school’s bas-
ketball coach, Mr. Lawton Williams III. His 
work ethic, discipline and dedication to hard 
work and fair play paved the way for accom-
plishment both in the classroom and on the 
court. 

Known for his no-nonsense approach and 
forthright guidance and counseling, Coach Wil-
liams has surrounded himself with an excellent 
staff composed of assistant coaches Cleve-
land Roberts III, Victor Vassell, Charles Harris 
III, Chris Jarrett and scorer Gail Thomas. Their 
knowledge, experience and sensitivity to the 
many and varied nuances of sporting activities 
befitting the school ambiance superbly com-
plement and supplement the learning needs of 
the school’s champion student-athletes: Albert 
Abrahams, Anthony Berkley, Darius Bodden, 
Amir Celestine, Timothy Cornelius, Johnny 
Fernandez, Andre Jackson, Jerry Jones, Cal-
vin Joy, Zachery Peacock, Denzel Rankin, 
Robert Rowe, Nicholas Taylor and Andre 
Woods. 

The coaching staff’s approach to educating 
and motivating the members of Florida’s 6–A 
Championship Team emphasized utmost per-
sonal responsibility toward the achievement of 
a common goal. Their dedication to teamwork 
and group achievement above individual glory 
or personal records has gained the respect 
and admiration of the parents and guardians 
of Miami Norland’s student population. 

Miami Norland’s achievement this year dem-
onstrates once again that athletic achievement 
and academic excellence are always within 
reach of those willing to dare the impossible 
through hard work and discipline. 

I join our entire community in congratulating 
the Vikings for their achievement, as well as 
honoring the hard work and sacrifices of the 
parents, teachers, administrators, students 
and supporters that comprise the soul and 
spirit of the school family. 
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EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT FOR DE-
FENSE, THE GLOBAL WAR ON 
TERROR, AND HURRICANE RE-
COVERY, 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4939) making 
emergency supplemental appropriations for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and 
for other purposes: 
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 

opposition to the FY06 Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations bill because it is long 
overdue that we end the failed policy in Iraq. 

I voted against giving the President the au-
thority to go to war against Iraq in October 
2002, and I have opposed supplemental fund-
ing that would extend the conflict ever since. 
I ask my colleagues to recall the comments of 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld who said 
in January 2003 that the war would cost 
‘‘something under $50 billion.’’ Unfortunately, 
since that time we have appropriated more 
than $250 billion in supplemental funding 
alone. And a new study by Columbia Univer-
sity economist Joseph E. Stiglitz, who won the 
Nobel Prize in economics in 2001, and Har-
vard lecturer Linda Bilmes concludes that the 
total costs of the Iraq war could top the $2 tril-
lion mark. 

Secretary Rumsfeld also told us in February 
2003 that ‘‘it is unknowable how long that 
[Iraq] conflict will last. It could last six days, six 
weeks. I doubt six months.’’ On May 1st, 
2003, President Bush stood on the deck of the 
USS Abraham Lincoln and declared Mission 
Accomplished. And on May 30th, 2005, Vice 
President CHENEY declared that ‘‘I think 
they’re in the last throes, if you will, of the in-
surgency.’’ However, this week we are cele-
brating the 3 year anniversary of the war, 
2176 brave men and women in uniform have 
died in Iraq since the President declared Mis-
sion Accomplished, and it has become clear 
that the Iraqi civil war that many of us feared 
would occur has begun. 

Although there is an attempt by the Bush 
administration to convince the American peo-
ple that our military is helping to quell the sec-
tarian violence, recent events have proven the 
administration wrong. Our occupation of Iraq 
has isolated us from a large segment of the 
international community, and has prevented us 
from capturing or killing Osama Bin Laden and 
other Al-Qaeda leaders. The war has also dis-
tracted us from two of the most critical issues 
in the region—the development of nuclear 
weapons in Iran and the Israeli/Palestinian 
peace process. In addition, the war has di-
verted attention and resources from critical 
homeland security needs. A continued United 
States presence in Iraq will do nothing but ex-
acerbate these problems. 

It is for our brave troops, and for the secu-
rity of the international community that I can-
not vote to continue the war in Iraq. Like ev-
eryone, I want to avoid a radical and unstable 
Iraq in the future. However, I believe that the 
ongoing presence of the U.S. military in Iraq is 
putting those brave troops at risk and creating 
a situation where the majority of Iraqis support 
U.S. withdrawal. 

I know that the Republican supplemental 
appropriations request will pass the House of 
Representatives. Our troops will not be strand-
ed in the field. None of us would allow that to 
occur. And I know that this supplemental will 
also contain money for important issues such 
as Katrina relief, the Low-Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), and as-
sistance to Darfur and Liberia, which I strongly 
support funding. However, Iraq war funding 
makes up approximately 80 percent of this 
supplemental. The Republican majority has 
employed a cynical tactic to attach worthy 
causes onto an Iraq war funding bill in an at-
tempt to force members of Congress who op-
pose the war into voting for it. Also, crafting an 

‘‘emergency’’ supplemental for a war that is 
three years old is simply another example of 
the majority’s poor leadership in this Con-
gress. 

I would like to encourage all my colleagues 
to join me in cosponsoring two bills, which if 
passed together, add up to a sensible policy 
that would provide our troops with the re-
sources they need to complete a safe and 
honorable redeployment from their current 
combat areas. 

The first is H.J. Res. 73, known as the Mur-
tha Resolution, which calls for the immediate 
redeployment of U.S. forces in Iraq, the cre-
ation of a quick-reaction and over-the-horizon 
presence of U.S. Marines in the region, and 
the pursuit of stability in Iraq through diplo-
macy. This resolution would allow the U.S. 
footprint to be minimized on the ground in 
Iraq, while still providing a military presence 
that can assist Iraqis in securing their nation. 
I support this resolution precisely because I 
want to help our troops who are in harm’s 
way. 

The second bill, H.R. 4232, the End the War 
in Iraq Act introduced by Representative 
JAMES MCGOVERN, would prohibit funds from 
being appropriated to deploy, or continue to 
deploy, U.S. Armed Forces to Iraq. Exceptions 
to this rule would be made if the funds are 
being used to provide for the safe and orderly 
redeployment of U.S. Armed Forces from Iraq, 
to ensure the security of Iraq and its transition 
to democratic rule by carrying out consulta-
tions with the Government of Iraq, other for-
eign governments and international organiza-
tions, or by providing financial assistance or 
equipment to Iraqi security forces and inter-
national forces in Iraq. In addition H.R. 4232 
would permit the use of funds to carry out so-
cial and economic reconstruction activities. 
Simply because we must reposition our armed 
forces, does not mean we can abandon our 
obligation to the Iraqi people to help them cre-
ate a positive future for themselves and future 
generations. 

I am pleased that my colleagues accepted 
the Lee/Schakowsky/Allen/Hinchey Amend-
ment which would prohibit permanent military 
bases from being constructed in Iraq. I will 
work to make sure this amendment is accept-
ed by the Senate. However, I cannot vote 
today to continue this misguided war in Iraq. 
My no vote is an expression for my desire to 
support our troops and to begin to restore the 
credibility of America in the eyes of the inter-
national community. 
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HONORING VIVIAN TESSIERI 

HON. SHERWOOD BOEHLERT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise, belat-
edly, to recognize the work of our long-time 
legislative clerk, Vivian Tessieri, who retired 
from Government service in February. While 
Vivian officially left her position a couple of 
months ago, in one sense this is not belated 
recognition because Vivian continues to be a 
resource to her successor as clerk and to ev-
eryone on our staff. Indeed, given how central 
Vivian was to all of our activities for so long, 
it could not be otherwise. 

Vivian joined the Science Committee 29 
years ago, in 1977, and served under 7 chair-

men in a variety of capacities, becoming legis-
lative clerk in 1991. Now to those who do not 
understand the inner workings of the Con-
gress, the term ‘‘legislative clerk’’ cannot begin 
to capture the significance of that position. 
The legislative clerk is responsible for a whole 
range of activities that must be accomplished 
with timeliness and precision to enable legisla-
tion to move forward. The clerk is also the 
committee recordkeeper, the historical mem-
ory of the institution. And finally, the clerk is a 
public face of the committee, undertaking such 
tasks as calling the roll at markups and ensur-
ing that votes are recorded properly. 

In all her roles—ranging from the invisible to 
the highly visible—Vivian was a model public 
servant. She undertook her responsibilities 
with care and enthusiasm; one could always 
assume that anything Vivian had to do would 
be done with the utmost attention to detail. In 
fact, Vivian was so proficient that it was only 
when she was getting ready to depart that we 
fully appreciated everything she had been 
doing. So many things just appeared to hap-
pen ‘‘automatically’’ as we moved legislation. 
But what ‘‘automatically’’ turned out to mean 
was that Vivian had taken care of matters be-
fore anyone else had even thought about 
them. The list of tasks she prepared for her 
successor, which she compiled with her usual 
attention to detail, was a lengthy and 
mindboggling assortment of activities. 

But Vivian was valued for more than her ex-
traordinary competence and professionalism. 
Everyone on the committee enjoyed working 
with Vivian because she is a delightful person. 
She is unfailingly pleasant and thoughtful and 
warm and considerate—a colleague that any-
one would be lucky to have, especially during 
moments of stress. 

The committee members and staff had sev-
eral opportunities to express these sentiments 
collectively and individually to Vivian before 
her departure. But I believe it is important that 
we enshrine these thoughts in the RECORD 
and that we make sure that the public is 
aware that it is served by dedicated profes-
sionals like Vivian Tessieri. 

The committee misses Vivian, but we know 
she is enjoying her new life. And we continue 
to benefit from her services, not only because 
we still call on her for help, but because we 
rely daily on all the documents she prepared 
and on all the records she oversaw throughout 
her many years on the committee. And we all 
continue to strive to match her dedication and 
disposition as we carry on without her. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VOLUNTEERS TO 
ORPHANS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 4, 2006 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to bring before this Congress 
the following outstanding people who have 
voluntarily served orphans, public school chil-
dren, college students, juvenile delinquents, 
and needy families under the official invitation 
and authority of government agencies in Rus-
sia, Mongolia, Romania, Mexico, Australia, 
New Zealand, Taiwan, South Korea, Singa-
pore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and 
China. The excellent character demonstrated 
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